Dr Peter Nugus – Winner of Jean Martin Award

Dr Peter Nugus’ PhD, The Organisational World of Emergency Clinicians, completed in 2007, was awarded the prestigious "Jean Martin Award" awarded by the Australian Sociological Association (TASA) "for the best PhD in the Australian social sciences 2007-2009".
Dr Nugus is a Research Fellow in the Centre for Clinical Governance Research, Faculty of Medicine, University of New South Wales (UNSW) and a Visiting Fellow in the Centre for Health Stewardship, the Australian National University (ANU). 

This is only the second time in the 30-year history of the award that it has been granted to a thesis on a health-related topic, and the first time it has been awarded to a thesis completed outside a core Social Science department. Dr Nugus’ thesis was supervised by Professor Jeffrey Braithwaite in the Centre for Clinical Governance Research.

In awarding the prize to Dr Nugus at the TASA annual conference dinner at the ANU, the chair of the panel said: ‘Excellence in scholarship and balanced treatment of sociological theory and research are the main criteria for deciding the Award.

There is much to be said about the fascinating detail of the thesis. Importantly, however, in the view of the selection panel, Dr Nugus’ thesis was seen as an outstanding contribution to Australian sociological scholarship. The panel determined that the thesis was exceptionally well organised, theoretically sophisticated and overall an interesting and well executed study.

As one of the panellists noted in justifying the nomination: 'The narrative flows easily; the ideas expressed are lucid, concise and persuasive. It is a very focused work; an exemplary model in how to structure a thesis"'.
The thesis is an indepth sociological study of Emergency Departments (EDs).  Dr Nugus spent 12 months full-time observing and interviewing ED and hospital staff in two Sydney hospitals.  The thesis provides a "behind-the-curtain" view of life working in the ED.   The thesis describes the rhetorical skills involved in negotiating with each other and with clinicians from other departments, describes the hard learning journey of emergency clinicians, discusses what is perceived to constitute "real" emergencies, considers implications for older and psychiatric patients, in particular, and analyses implications for expectations and the auditing of EDs.
The thesis can be found here: http://unsworks.unsw.edu.au/vital/access/services/Download/unsworks:1643/SOURCE02?view=true
A report to the NSW Clinical Excellence Commission on the findings of the research can be found here: http://simpsoncentre.med.unsw.edu.au/medweb.nsf/resources/2007Articles4/$file/CEC+-+ED+Report+-+Nugus,+Travaglia+&+Braithwaite.pdf
